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Official key handover ceremony for new landmark Business Centre in Dartford  
 

Today (21st July), Basepoint Business Centres held a 

‘key handover’ ceremony to mark the opening of a new 

landmark business centre, The Base. Managed by 

Basepoint, The Base will be the company’s fifth business 

centre in Kent. It was built in partnership with the South 

East England Development Agency (SEEDA) and 

funded by the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), 

as part of the wider regeneration of the Northern 

Gateway West area of Dartford town centre. 

 

Allison Sweeney, who will manage the centre on behalf of Basepoint, received the keys from 

Bob Harrington, chairman of RG Carter, the company which began working on the impressive 

30,000 sq ft landmark office building in September 2010.   

At the key handover ceremony, Jonathan Sadler, Development Director for Thames Gateway 

SEEDA, addressed attendees. He said: "SEEDA is delighted The Base is now complete and is 

already 35% occupied. Its unique and sustainable working space will attract further local 

businesses and entrepreneurs to the area and boost the attractiveness of Dartford for future 

investment opportunities. This will provide much-needed support for the growth of the local 

economy. SEEDA is proud to have led this development, which is a testament to the strong 

relationship we have with our partners on this project." 

The Base officially opened on 4th July and since then, has received a lot of interest from local 

businesses. The Base offers high quality managed workspace including offices and studio 

workshops for up to 75 businesses, encouraging and supporting small and start-up companies 

in the North West Kent and Dartford area.    

 

Allison Sweeney commented: “Dartford has a strong business community, and the number of 

enquiries we have already received from local SMEs proves that. We hope to create a hub for 

local entrepreneurs and encourage the business community in the area to grow even further by 

offering regular networking events and support groups.”   
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The Base has been constructed to the highest environmental standards, meeting the BREEAM 

‘Excellent’ criteria, which includes low water usage and low CO2 emissions.  

 

Basepoint Centres Ltd specialises in the development and operation of managed business 

centres for small to medium businesses across the south of England and the midlands. For 

further information on The Base, please telephone: 0800 197 2958 or visit 

www.basepoint.co.uk. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Basepoint specialises in the development and operation of managed business, innovation and 
enterprise centres. These centres provide comprehensive accommodation and support 
infrastructure packages to new and early-stage companies within a supportive and secure 
environment. The company operates both wholly- and part-owned centres as well as managing 
facilities on behalf of public sector bodies. Group operations currently extend across Southern 
England and the Midlands, with additional opportunities under assessment across the UK.   
 
Basepoint is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the ACT Foundation, a leading grant-making charity 
dedicated to improving the quality of life of those in need. The ACT Foundation derives its 
income from a substantial and diversified property portfolio of which Basepoint is a major 
constituent. 
 
www.basepoint.co.uk 
www.theactfoundation.co.uk 
 
 
For further press information, please contact: 
 
Emma Ward Hunt / Charlotte Young 
Foundation PR Ltd 
T: 020 8542 7400 
E: emma.wardhunt@foundation-pr.co.uk / charlotte.young@foundation-pr.co.uk  
 

About SEEDA 

SEEDA, the South East England Development Agency, is the Government-funded agency 
responsible for the sustainable economic development of the South East of England – the 
driving force of the UK’s economy. Through supporting businesses, encouraging innovation, 
developing skills and engaging with public and private partners, our aim has been to create a 
successful, sustainable future for the area.  

The Government has announced that all Regional Development Agencies (RDAs), including SEEDA, 
will close by 31 March 2012. Responsibility for economic development and regeneration in England 
is being passed onto successor bodies, including Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) and central 
Government departments 

SEEDA’s is committed to completing a professional and cost effective closure by this date and will 
work closely with partners, contractors and stakeholders to ensure that the past and future economic 
benefits of key programmes and assets continue to deliver the greatest economic value for the South 
East and value for money for the taxpayer. 



For further information, please visit: www.seeda.co.uk.  

 


