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Basepoint eases the effects of the VAT increase on small businesses 
By offering 20% off office space rental in 2011 

 
 
A recent report by YouGov stated that as many as one in three businesses think that the VAT 

increase, which comes into effect on 4th January 2011, will have a detrimental effect on their 

business. 

To try to ease the burden of the VAT increase on SMEs, particularly start-up companies, 

Basepoint Business Centres is offering 20% off office rental for the whole of 2011, to 

businesses who move in between 1st January and 31st March. There is no minimum contract –

just two weeks notice is required to leave, and all businesses are eligible. 

Brian Andrews, Basepoint's executive director, comments: “Supporting small businesses and 

encouraging growth within the economy is integral to our philosophy. The VAT increase is likely 

to hit small firms the hardest, particularly those who are not yet VAT registered, and so we hope 

that this offer will act as an incentive for businesses that would otherwise not have been able to 

take the decision to expand into an office or workshop, to take that step and grow.”  

Basepoint currently operate 26 business centres across the south of England and the Midlands; 

they specialise in providing high quality, managed office space for small to medium sized 

businesses. This means that the impact of the VAT increase on small businesses is a very 

important issue to Basepoint.  

Basepoint is the main trading arm of leading UK grant making charity, the ACT Foundation. All 

of the profits that are generated by Basepoint Centres are ploughed back into charitable causes 

which assist societies most vulnerable.  

For more information on Basepoint, the 20% off offer, or to find a centre near you, please visit 

www.basepoint.co.uk or call 01753 853515.  
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Basepoint specialises in the development and operation of managed business, innovation and 
enterprise centres. These centres provide comprehensive accommodation and support 
infrastructure packages to new and early-stage companies within a supportive and secure 
environment. The company operates both wholly- and part-owned centres as well as managing 
facilities on behalf of public sector bodies. Group operations currently extend across Southern 
England and the Midlands, with additional opportunities under assessment across the UK.   
 
Basepoint is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the ACT Foundation, a leading grant-making charity 
dedicated to improving the quality of life of those in need. The ACT Foundation derives its 
income from a substantial and diversified property portfolio of which Basepoint is a major 
constituent. 
 
www.basepoint.co.uk 
www.theactfoundation.co.uk 
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